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It has been my privilege to help you with some initial family history research.  I entered all of the information you have given me along with information I found, into the Personal Ancestral File program (PAF) and from it I printed a pedigree chart and family group records.  The pedigree charts show the ancestral lines, and the family group records show the names of the children as well as those of the parents.

Where I Looked

(List specific websites examined with brief explanation of what you examined on that website, e.g. familysearch.org [U.S. Social Security file index, and compiled family history, etc])

· Familysearch.org [U.S. Social Security Death Index, Ancestral File, International Genealogical Index, ???]

· Ancestry.com [1930 U.S. Census, World War II Draft Registration Index, origin and history of name, etc.]

· Rootsweb.com [US counties, US vital record and Social Security file index, compiled family history, etc.]

· Dmarie.com/timecap [time capsule]

· Vitalrec.com [US Vital Records Information & forms]

What I found

(List specific research obtained from various Websites)

· You started with 8 names.  After this initial search, you now have 128?? names.

· Time Capsule for name??

· Surname distribution for name?? in 1840 ??

· 1930 Census Record for name??

· Compiled family history submitters with email addresses

· Counties for the US Cities listed on your card

· Texas Death Record Index for name??

· Compiled family history for name??

· Information and forms to send for Vital Records in the following States:

· Wisconsin

· California

What I Recommend as Your Next Steps

(List as many of the following as is applicable)

· Interview your relatives.  They can be a great resource of family information!  Record names, dates, events and places of your family.

· Verify the information that I have found for you to make sure it is correct.

· Send for copies of birth and death certificates.  Birth and death certificates usually contain the names of parents.  I have enclosed forms by which you can request this information.

· After you get additional information from your family, birth and death certificates, you can search further back along your family lines.  Many genealogical databases are now available, both on the Internet and on the computer at the Family History Centers.  These databases consist of information other people have searched out and entered into the databases.  Obtain copies of all compiled family history records.  E-mail or write to the submitters of the compiled family history.  They may be related and would like nothing better than to exchange family history information with you.  The further back you go along your family lines, the better are the changes that your lines will connect into other family lines for which the research has already been done.

· If you have a computer and a connection to the Internet, I can help you download the PAF family history program at no cost.  PAF is a simple to use program available for recording and tracking your family research.  I urge you to submit your family history information to www.familysearch.org, so that other people can share the information that you have.

· Go to one of the Family History Centers of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (a list of local centers is included in Section 4) to search for further information.  Librarians at these centers will be happy to show you how to search for birth and death certificates and to find microfilms of vital records and civil records, such as birth registers, marriage registers, death records and the U.S Federal Census records from which you might obtain much information about your ancestors.  Some microfilms are available in the Centers themselves and other microfilms can be ordered from the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, which has over two million rolls of microfilm containing over two billion names.

· Obtain copies of original records.  Always question the accuracy of information found in secondary sources including all those used in this review and recommendation.
· Begin collecting and documenting your family histories and writing your personal history.  These histories will be a treasure to your family and to your descendants.

I hope that these initial results will lead you to much more information about your ancestors.  I wish you well in searching out your family history.

Sincerely,

Name of Giver of the Gift of Family History

